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  Introduction:  

           Early Indian history was viewed as basically static by European researchers who revisited 

it in the nineteenth century, and Indian civilization was solely concerned with matters spiritual. 

The European researchers who recreated early Indian history in the nineteenth century saw it as 

largely static, and Indian civilization as solely concerned with matters spiritual. Ideologists such 

as the German Max Muller relied significantly on the Sans kritic heritage and described Indian 

civilization as an ideal village culture stressing virtues such as passivity, meditation, and other 

worldliness. In direct contrast was the viewpoint of James Mill, who criticized Indian civilization 

as illogical and antithetical to human development. Mill was the first to propose a plan for 

categorizing Indian history into Hindu, Muslim, and British eras, which is still widely used today 

but is now disputed. In the early third millennium BCE, the Indus Valley civilization arose in 

ancient India, in what is now Pakistan and north-west India. This was contemporaneous with 

others of the olden world, including as Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt, and is one of the 

world’s first civilizations. It is well-known for its sprawling, well-planned cities. In the mid-

second millennium BCE, the Indus Valley civilization perished. Over the next thousand years, a 

group known as the Aryans, who spoke an Indo-European language, advanced from Central Asia 

into northern India. They arrived in India as semi-nomadic pastoral tribes commanded by 

military chieftains. Over time, they established themselves as rulers over the original Dravidian 

communities they encountered, forming tribal kingdoms. 

This time of early Indian history is called the Vedic age because it is described in the earliest 

Indian scriptures, known as the Vedas. It is also the formative period during which most of the 

fundamental aspects of traditional Indian culture were established. These include the crisis of 

early Hinduism as India’s fundamental religion and the social/religious issue known as caste. 
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Vedic Society 

 The Vedic period in Indian history runs from the late Bronze Age to the early Iron Age 

 

 

 The Vedas are said to have been written in the northern section of the Indian subcontinent. It is 

thought to have existed between the late urban Indus Valley Civilization and the beginning of 

the second urbanization in the focal Indo-Gangetic Plain 

 The Vedas are traditional literature that created the foundation of the persuading Brahmanical 

philosophy 

 They were formed in the Kuru realm. The Vedas are full of life’s nuances 

 They have been decoded to be the key literary sources and are crucial for comprehending the 

time 

 The Vedic society was the civilization that existed during the time period 

 



Aryan Society 
 According to archaeological evidence, civilization initially arose in the Indus Valley about 3300 

BC 

 The inhabitants of this north-western section of the Indian subcontinent grew into a rich 

civilization with a distinct cultural style over the period of two millennia 

 However, in 1500 BCE, a new civilization, the Aryans, reached India via the Khyber Pass and 

began assimilating into the Indus Valley civilization’s social framework 

 The origins of the Aryan race are the subject of continuous scholarly debate; nonetheless, two 

interpretations predominate 

 Traditionally, the Aryans were thought to have originated in the Caucasus region and spread 

westward into Europe and eastward into India 

 By founding the caste system, the Aryans made numerous major cultural and religious 

contributions to Indian subcontinent culture and influenced Indian civilization for many years. 

 

Iron Age Civilization 

 The Iron Age in India ushers in the era of ancient history. As a result, some of the historical 

records of ancient history may be expanded to include this time period. 

 It is no surprise that as a result of this enormous number of Vedic, Upanishad, and Brahmanic 

literary evidence has been remembered from time to time to comprehend the cultural process that 

existed in India at the time 



 

 According to others, combining archaeological data with such literary descriptions has become a 

common way of dealing with the Iron Age in India. It goes without saying that such an approach 

is far from conservative. To avoid this unholy mingling of methodologies, we might as well 

focus on Iron Age archaeology in India. While doing so, one cannot help but notice that the 

origin of iron in our subcontinent is still a source of contention among experts 

 It is also crucial to recall that, similar to Africa, India has primitive tribes (Agarias of MP) that 

manufacture iron using indigenous ways and trade their final items. It is not altogether irrational 

to infer that these civilizations got their knowledge from a time before the official Iron Age by 

several thousand years 

 The formal Iron Age began when this metal was used to remove forests in order to establish 

permanent settlements 

 These may have eventually resulted in the establishment of huge cities based on a sizable surplus 

and a superstructure relying on this for political power 



 Iron penetrated different portions of India within diverse societal circumstances, resulting in 

wholly different Iron Age traits in different locations 

Conclusion 
Archaeological digs during the last 50 years have significantly altered our view of India’s past, 

and hence of global history. The oldest evidence of leprosy in India comes from a 4000-year-old 

skeleton recovered in Balathal in 2009. Prior to his discovery, leprosy was supposed to be a 

much younger illness that had been transported from Africa to India and then from India to 

Europe by Alexander the Great’s army after his death in 323 BCE. 

It is now known that significant human activity was taking place in India by the Holocene Period 

(10,000 years ago), and that many historical assumptions based on earlier research in Egypt and 

Mesopotamia must be assessed and revised. The origins of India’s Vedic tradition, which is still 

practiced today, can now be traced back to the native people of ancient sites such as Balathal and 

their communication and unification with the philosophy of Aryan migrants who arrived in the 

region between c.2000 and c.1500 BCE, kicking off the so-called Vedic Period (c.1500-c.500 

BCE), during which the Hindu scriptures known as the Vedas were committed to written form. 

 

References : 

[1] Nilakanta Sastry K.A. (1936) A Comprehensive History of India, I, II & III.  

[2] Narendra Nath Kher (1973) Agrarian and Fiscal Economy in the Mauryan and Post-Mauryan 

Age (324 B.C.-300 A.D.).  

[3] Kosambi D.D. (1964) The Culture and Civilization of Ancient India in Historical Outline. 

 [4] Kosambi D.D. ((1957) An Introduction to the Study of Indian History. 

 [5] Sachindra Kumar Maity (1957 ) Economic Life in Northern India in the Gupta Period (A.D. 

300 - A.D. 550).  

[6] Nigam S. (1975) Economic Organisation in Ancient India (220 B.C.-200 A.D.)  

[7] Krishnaswami Aiyangar S. (1871) Some Contribution of South India to Indian Culture. 

 [8] Tripathi V. (1976) The Painted Grey Ware, An Iron Age Culture of Northern India, Concept 

Publishing house, Delhi.  



[9] Moorti U. (1994 ) Megalithic Cultures of South India. 

 [10]Misra V.N. (1989) Stone Age in India, An Ecological Perspective, Man & Environment. 

 [11]Dhavalikar M.K. (1997) Indian Protohistory. 

 [12]Mukhia Harban (1979) Indian History Congress Waltair Session. 

 [13]Wheeler R.E.M. (1953) The Indus Civilization. 

 [14]Sankaliya H.D. (1974) The Pre-history and Proto-history of India and Pakistan. 

 

 

                     

 


	“Ancient  Indian Society ”
	 Dr. Anil Khatal Jambhale-9822802423
	 Prof. Vishal Arvind Godbole -9595838583
	anilkjambhale@gmail.com,   vishalgodbole954@gmail.com
	Dattajirao Kadam Arts,Science and Commerce College, Ichalkarnji.
	Vedic Society
	Aryan Society
	Iron Age Civilization
	Conclusion


